THE FOUR GEORGES
the fear of losing cherished, if dubiously acquired,
possessions. Above all, the Whigs were in control of the
machinery of government, for Bolingbroke had been
denied his six weeks. Their opponents were divided
between ardent legitimists who would have James on
any terms, moderate Jacobites who wanted to arrange
in advance the terms upon which he was to return, and
Tories who had only decided to support him because
they saw no hope for themselves under the rule of his
rival. The great Revolution families of Cavendish,
Russell, and Bentinck unhesitatingly threw their influence
into the scale on behalf of that new order which had
raised them from country squires to great magnates,
and they were supported by the commercial classes
which had enriched themselves during the long wars
with France. The vested interests were for Hanover
to a man, since they had no desire for the return of a
system in which the monarchy claimed to regulate them
for the sake of the nation as a whole. The Whigs were a
minority, but a determined one, and to defend them-
selves they had never failed to use any weapon that came
to hand, from the days of the warming-pan lie. Against
them the divided counsels of the Jacobites could not
prevail, and they had resources denied to the plain
country gentlemen and simple yeomen, who asked for
nothing more than to be left alone to live in the old
traditional England of their fathers under the House of
Stuart. The majority of the clergy were, it is true, for
James, but preferment lay in the hands of the Whig
bishops.
Whatever differences of opinion there may be as to the
justice of the Jacobite and Hanoverian causes, there
can be none, in the light of the fuller knowledge of to-day,
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